CLAIMS 

1. A system for capturing an image (42) acquired by a 
simply connected wide-field optical system (1) consisting 
of an afocal lens with angular enlargement of less than 1 
and supplying a wide-field first light beam (4) , the 
system comprising: 

- means for selecting from said first beam (4) a 
second light beam (4') corresponding to a narrow field 
within said wide field and showing a region of interest 
(52) of said image (42); 

- a first video camera (20) including a lens (21) 
adapted to capture said narrow-field second beam (4') 
with a first resolution; 

- means (5) for duplicating said wide-field first 
light beam (4) to produce a duplicate first beam (6); and 

- a second video camera (10) including a lens (11) 
adapted to capture the whole of said duplicate first beam 
(6) with a second resolution lower than said first 
resolution by a reduction coefficient defined by the 
ratio between said wide field and said narrow field, 

said second video camera (10) and said first video 
camera (20) preferably having identical photosensitive 
element matrices (21-, 22). ... 

\2 : A capture system according, to claim 1,.. characterized ; 
in. that, said first video camera (.20) being mobile, said 
selection means include means (60, 61, 71, .7 3) for 
positioning said first video camera (20) in a position 
(0x, By) such that it receives said second beam (4')- 

3. A capture system according to claim 1, characterized 
in that, said first video camera (20) being stationary, 
said selection means include deflection means for 
deflecting said second beam (4') towards said first video 
camera (20) . 

4. A capture system according to claim 3, characterized 
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in that said deflection means comprise a prism, a mirror 
or any type of diffraction system rotatable in said first 
beam (4) . 

5 5. A capture system according to claim 1, characterized 
in that the first video camera (20) includes an optical 
zoom system for defining the angular magnitude of said 
region of interest (52). 

10 6. A capture system according to claim 1, characterized 
in that it further includes a station (43) for viewing 
said image (42) in the vicinity of control means (83) of 
said selection means. 

15 7. A capture system according to claim 1, characterized 
in that it includes means for processing said image (42) 
adapted to detect a movement and/or a variation of 
luminous intensity in said image (42) and to command said 
selection means accordingly. 
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8. A capture system according to claim 1, characterized 
in that said optical system (1) and said first video 
camera (10) are adapted to capture first and second 
infrared light beams (4, 4'). 

25 

v9i A system for capturing an image covering a 360° space, 
characterized in that it comprises two capture systems 
(A, A' ) according to any one of claims 1 to 8 arranged 
back-to-back, the optical systems of the capture systems 
30 (A, A') being adapted to cover at least a half-space. 



